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Two specimens of this form are in Mr. Gould’s collection, 
no others being known to exist. The characters these ex- 
amples present are not sufficiently satisfactory to entitle 
them to an independent specific rank without giving rise 
to great doubts regarding the propriety of such an acknow- 
ledgment. Mr. Gould, in his work, compares them with 
L. cæligena; but thcir affinity is doubtless with L. wilsoni, 
of which species they are probably a dark varicty. As we 
become better acquainted with the Trochilidæ, we find that 
no family of birds presents a larger number of individuals 
that vary more or less, in the colour of their plumage, from 
the typical style of the species to which they belong; and 
whenever one of these is encountered, greater service is ren- 
dered to the science of ornithology by waiting for further in- 
formation regarding it, than by describing it as distinct. 
Had such a policy been followed, one of the most fruitful 
sources from which have come so many useless synonyms 
would have been dried up long ago, and Trochilidists would 
have been spared much unnecessary labour. In the mean- 
while, until we have further evidence that will substantiate 
its claims to a distinctive rank, L. purpurea cannot but hold 
a very doubtful position among the species of this group. 


VILI.— Ornithological Notes from Constantinople. 
By P. L. Scrarer and E. C. Taytor. 


Durine a few days spent in Constantinople in the months of 
September and October last, with our attention principally 
directed to other objects, we could not hope to be able to do 
much for our favourite science. We are neverthcless disposed 
to think that some of the notes made during our recent visit 
to that great eastern city may be of some little interest to our 
brother ornithologists. 

First, as regards birds observed by ourselves on “ field and 
flood ” we may say a few words. Coming down the Danube 
we had occasion to remark that the Crane (Grus cinerea) is, 
as yet, by no means extinct in Eastern Europe, as we saw 
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large flocks of this noble bird on both the Roumanian and 
Bulgarian banks. Crossing the Black Sea from Varna to the 
Bosphorus, our ship was visited by several Ring-Ouzels ( Tur- 
dus torquatus), apparently on their way south (Sept. 23rd) 
and the same species was subsequently noticed suspended, 
along with Rollers, Jays, and Quails, amongst the spoils of 
the “chasseurs” at Constantinople. On the Bosphorus, at 
this time of the year, the commonest Gulls are certainly the 
Yellow-legged Herring-Gull (Larus leucopheus*) and the 
Black-hooded L. melanocephalus. These were, in fact, the 
only species noticed, except a single pair of L. fuscus at the 
entrance to the Sea of Marmora. The Terns observed were 
the Common and Sandwich (Sterna hirundo and S. cantiaca), 
though others doubtless occur. Flocks of the well-known 
Shearwater of the Bosphorust, varying from five to fifty in 
number, were seen every day. 

The following were the land-birds that most attracted our 
attention in Constantinople and its vicinity :— 


1. MUSCICAPA PARVA. 

This Flycatcher is common along the old walls of the city, 
amongst the trees and gardens, and also in the Turkish ceme- 
teries, where the tall grave-stones form a most convenient 
resting-place for it whilst on the look-out for insects. Birds 
of the year (or females) are most abundant ; but the full-plu- 
maged red-breasted male was also, at least on one occasion, 
observedtł. The Spotted Flycatcher (M. grisola) is likewise 


* We call the Mediterranean Herring-Gull thus in obedience to Mr. 
Dresser, although Sclater had previously decided that its name should be 
fuscescens. See Larus fuscescens, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1867, p. 315, and Rev. 
Cat. Vert. p. 316,—synonyms ignored by Mr. Dresser. 

+ The correct scientific name of this Shearwater seems to be still in 
question. Strickland (P. Z. S. 1856, p. 101) observed it in the Levant in 
1835, and referred it to Puffinus anglorum, which determination is usually 
followed. But Acerbi had previously named it yelkouan (scribe yel-hovan, 
“ wind-driver” in Turkish, as Dr. Dickson informs us), and Salvadori 
(Fauna d'Italia, Uccelli, p. 299) has recently attempted to vindicate its 
claims to specific distinctness. 

ł MM. Alléon and Vian (Rev. Zool. 1873, p. 261) seem to think that, 
of this species, only the young birds are found on the Bosphorus during 
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abundant in the same spots; but the present bird (which we 
had never seen in life before) is at once recognizable by the 
conspicuous white in the tail as it flits away. 


2. TURTUR RISORIUS. 

One of the most striking ornithological features of Con- 
stantinople, at the season when we visited it, is certainly the 
great numbers of Collared Turtledoves (Turtur risorius), 
which absolutely swarm all over Stamboul. You see them 
flying about the Golden Horn, and perching on the masts and 
rigging of the ships. The trees in the Seraglio gardens, and 
in the courts of the mosques, are alive with them; and we often 
saw them resting on the roofs of the houses in company with 
the tame Pigeons. They are not nearly so abundant in Pera 
or Galata as in Stamboul; and out in the country we never 
observed them at all. Mr. Taylor, in this Journal for 1864 
(p. 410), first called attention to the claim of Turtur risorius 
to a place in the list of European birds, having observed it in 
Constantinople in April of that year. M. Alléon subsequently 
(Rev. Zool. 1867, p. 5) published an article on the same 
subject. 

One day when walking in the middle of the city of Stam- 
boul, Taylor was surprised to see an example of a very familiar 
old friend, the Egyptian Turtledove (Turtur senegalensis), 
perching on a wall just over his head. This species swarms 
all over Egypt, both in town and country, but was hardly ex- 
pected to be met with here. We were afterwards told by Mr. 
Pearse that it not unfrequently occurs; and we found a spe- 
cimen of it at Bebek College. 


3. GARRULUS GLANDARIUS. 

We were on the look-out for Jays, which are found where- 
ever trees grow on the shores of the Bosphorus, in order to 
ascertain whether the ordinary form here is G. glandarius or 
the Black-headed G. krynickii. We saw them several times 
flying about among the cypress trees in the great cemetery 
at Scutari, and also in other places in the environs of Con- 


the autumn migration. But there are several adult males in the Bebek 
College collection, besides the one mentioned above, which we saw. 
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stantinople, but were not able to distinguish the species. 
Numerous specimens, however, which we saw hung up in 
the poulterers’ shops in Constantinople and in other towns on 
the Bosphorus were all Garrulus glandarius ; so that our ob- 
servations do not quite agree with Mr. Dresser’s statement in 
his article on the Black-headed Jay, that that “is the com- 
monest species near Constantinople.” 

We notice that MM. Alléon and Vian (Rev. Zool. 1873, 
p. 243) speak of an intermediate form as being prevalent, 
which might be well expected where the two representative 
species inosculate. 


So much (or so little, perhaps we should say) for what we 
saw in life. As regards museums of natural history at Con- 
stantinople, we believe there is but one, that of the American 
College at Bebek, on the European bank of the Bosphorus, 
about six miles from the imperial city. This museum is, in- 
deed, still in embryo, but contains a good series of stuffed 
specimens of the birds of the Bosphorus and its vicinity, ori- 
ginally made by Mr. T. Robson, and lately acquired from him 
by the authorities of the institution. Dr. Albert L. Long, 
to whom the care of the collection is confided, was obliging 
enough to give us every facility for examining it. Many of 
the birds were of considerable interest ; and we may offer the 
following notes upon some few specimens which especially 
attracted our attention. 


SyRNIUM ALUCO (?). 

The collection contains a very curious black Owl which we 
consider to be a melanism of Syrnium aluco; and Dr. Long 
told us that Robson, who shot the bird near Constantinople, 
was of the same opinion. This specimen ‘is rather smaller 
than average examples of Syrnium aluco, and is nearly black ; 
but in a favourable light one can see traces of the markings 
characteristic of that species, showing faintly, like the nearly 
obsolete spots on the skin of a black leopard. 


Coractras INDICA (Linn.). 
A single mounted specimen of the Indian Roller is in the 
collection, which is stated to have been shot on the railway- 
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line on the Asiatic side of the Bosphorus, between Haider 
Pacha and Ismidt. Mr. William Pearse, of Haskeui, who is 
engaged in obtaining specimens to supplement the series, told 
us that he received the skin of the bird when quite fresh, and 
that it was shot in company with a flock of the common 
Roller (C. garrula). The Indian Roller is already known to 
occur on the Persian Gulf. Sclater has examined specimens 
obtained at Bunder Abbas by Doria in 1862, now iu the Civic 
Museum of Genoa; and Mr. Blanford, we believe, likewise met 
with it in Southern Persia; so that its occasional occurrence 
in Asia Minor is not very surprising. Halcyon smyrnensis has, 
we know, a somewhat similar range. 


RutictLuA MESoLEUcA (Hempr. & Ehr.) (?). 


The collection contains a stuffed specimen of a Redstart 
closely resembling the ordinary R. phenicurus, but having 
less white on the forehead, and a conspicuous white wing- 
patch, formed by a narrow external white edging to the inner 
primarics and the secondaries. It would seem to belong to the 
form called mesoleuca by Hemprich and Ehrenberg, of which 
Messrs. Blanford and Dresser have given us an account in 
their excellent article on Hemprich and Ehrenberg’s types 
(Ibis, 1874, p. 343). Mr. Pearse informs us that the bird 
was captured by bird-lime near Haskeui, in the autumn of 
1874. 

A skin of the same form, or nearly so, obtained by Dr. 
Kriiper near Smyrna, is in Taylor’s collection. Whether this 
bird is fairly separable from R. pheenicurus is perhaps doubt- 
ful; but whatever view may be taken of it, the form certainly 
occurs occasionally within European limits. 


TEREKTA CINEREA (Guld.) ; Degland & Gerbe, Orn. Eur. ii. 
poll. 

Although this Wader is a well-known inhabitant of Eastern 
Europe, we are not aware that its occurrence in Turkey has 
been recorded. Mr William Pearse, of Haskeui, shot a pair 
of these birds near the Sweet Waters last summer, which are 
now in the Bebek collection. The species would appear to 
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be scarce hereabouts, as Mr. Pearse, who has an extensive 
practical acquaintance with the ornithology of the district, 
was not acquainted with it, and had not previously met with 
specimens, 


ITX.—WNotes on a ‘ Catalogue of the Accipitres in the British 
Museum,’ by R. Bowdler Sharpe (1874). By J. H. Gurney. 


[Continued from vol. v. p. 370. ] 
(Plate III.) 


Mr. Swarpre places at the head of his subfamily ‘‘ Buteonine ” 
the “ Radiated Goshawk” of Gould’s ‘ Birds of Australia,’ 
under the title of ‘‘ Urospizias radiatus.” 

I have already pointed out (Ibis, 1875, p. 364) that the 
generic name of Urospizias is not properly available for this 
species ; and Mr. Sharpe has subsequently applied to it the new 
generic appellation of “ Erythrotriorchis,’ which had been 
suggested as a suitable substitute (vide Notes by R. B. Sharpe 
on the rarer Accipitres of Australia, in P. Z. S. 1875, p. 337). 

The two measurements given in Mr. Sharpe’s Catalogue as 
those of a male and female of this species, have evidently 
both been taken from male birds; and in the paper above re- 
ferred to, Mr. Sharpe corrects this inadvertence, and gives the 
measurements of an actual male and female, receutly obtained 
by the British Museum from the interior of Queensland, to- 
gether with a description of the female, which is in immature 
plumage, a stage in which this species had not been previously 
described. 

Having myself had a recent opportunity of measuring an 
adult female of this rare Hawk, I may here add a note of its 
dimensions, viz. wing from carpal joint 16 inches, tarsus 3°5, 
middle toe s. u. 3. 

I have never examined a skeleton of this species; but the 
considerable difference in size between the sexes, and the 
great prolongation of the middle toe, lead me to doubt whether 
Mr. Sharpe has taken a correct view in placing it among the 
Buzzards, instead of allowing it to remain among the Hawks, 
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